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From Rhematic Pause to Mundane Return: The Signifying Mechanism of Aesthetic-driven
Commodity Design

Rao Guangxiang Chen Yanjie

Abstract: Commodity aestheticisation is at the forefront of the cultural landscape of the present,
and it has stirred up a long-running discussion among researchers in the art, literature, consumption
aesthetics and designology fields. Although these discussions have been fruitful, they have been
focused mostly on interpreting the meanings and gathering the practices of commodity
aestheticisation, such that a summary of the forms of its meaning generation process is lacking. The
pivotal way to achieve aesthetic meaning in commaodity aestheticisation is through commodity
design. Starting from Pierce’s concept of the rtheme, this paper enquires into how commodities are
designed to realise a rhematic pause, thus completing the generation and flow of aesthetic meaning.
We conclude that rhematisation is the trend of commaodity aestheticisation. Whereas the function of
a commodity is the mundanity of its genre, the aesthetic process of commaodity design is the use of
an amending rhema to break through the consumers’ inherently mundane cognition, thus realising
a rhematic pause. Therefore, it is the process of breaking away from the function of the commodity
and simultaneously the process of transcending the art form, for which the uniqueness of generating
aesthetic meaning lies in returning to the mundanity of the function of the commaodity.
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