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William Empson, “Preface to the second edition”, Seven Types
Of Ambiguity , Chatto and Windus, London, 1949, p. xiii.
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Semiotics Awakened: Theory and Its Applications (Symposium)
Zhao Yiheng. Tang Xiaolin & Qiao Qi

Abstract: In the first paper, Zhao Yiheng argues that signs make the world meaningful. as men
always search for meaning in the phenomenon he observes, that is to semiotise the world and his
experience. Only through signs can we understand his mind. Tang Xiaolin holds, in his essay, that it
is urgent to construct a subjective semiotics, which could be divided into two phases: the subjectivism
of signs, and the semiotics of subject. They examine the human role in signification and explain
humans as animals of symbols through the application of semiotics. This is a key link in founding
semiotics. Qiao Qi, on the other hand, the issue of ambiguity that hounded Chinese New Poetry in the
one hundred years of its development could be understood through semiotics. The clashes among the
reader’ s competence, the social context, the metalanguage and the text-carried metalanguage form
ambiguities on the lower levels, whereas the clashes between metalanguages on the same level,
however, form those on the higher levels resulted from the interpretive vortex. This is, therefore,
genuine ambiguities in the sense of poetics.

Key words: semiotics, self, subject, metalanguage, ambiguity

« 107 -



