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Collective Memory: An Important Resource to Foster a Strong Sense of

Community for the Chinese Nation

LI Zhaohui
(Institute of Ethnic Politics , Yunnan University ,Kunming 650500, China )

Abstract ; Collective memory is the sum of structured information shared by collective members, which
has prominent constructive, objective and social characteristics. Whether in its construction, processing
stage, or in the process of excitation and inheritance, collective memory needs to rely on diversified carri-
ers, including symbolic, place, typical and media carriers. Collective memory is an important resource to
foster a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. It maintains and strengthens the identity of the
Chinese nation and is the cornerstone of the Chinese people’ s further imagination of the Chinese nation. It
promotes the integration of the self and the demarcation of the other, in addition, collective memory con-
nects the past, present and future of the Chinese nation community. Therefore, shaping collective memory
is an important practical path to foster a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. On the one
hand, it is necessary to reflect on the collective memory of the Chinese nation and think deeply about the
factors that deconstruct the collective memory of the Chinese nation. On the other hand, we should actively
explore and reconstruct the collective memory of the Chinese nation, attach importance to the compilation of
history textbooks, build a set of symbolic systems carrying the collective memory of the Chinese nation
based on social practice, actively develop new memory fields, and promote the practice of integration. Fi-
nally, we should pay attention to the strategies, platforms and audiences’ orientation of spreading, inheri-
ting and consolidating the collective memory of the Chinese nation.

Key words : collective memory , Chinese nation, community for the Chinese nation , national —identifica-

tion
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