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Abstract: Readers of “On Dao” face a dilemma in understanding the meaning of

“Dao”, and this dilemma can only be dealt with if we change the way
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of asking questions. Instead of asking false questions such as “Whose

»”

Dao is the original Dao in * On Dao’ ”, a more productive approach is
to ask “What kind of Dao did Liu Xie create in The Literary Mind and
the Carving of Dragons? How did he create it?” In pursuing this
question, with the guidance of co-text theory in the study of
semiotics, it is not difficult to realise that Liu Xie created a brand-new
“Dao” of Wen, with Confucianism as its intertext and Taoism as its
hypotext. Liu Xie took “Wen” and “Dao” as the two sides of one
body. This creation of the “Dao of Wen” is exactly the manifestation
of “the consciousness of Wen” as it has been understood since the
Wei and Jin Dynasties.

Keywords: The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons, Dao, co-text
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