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The Narrativity of Temporal Signs: Towards a Semio-
narratological Approach

Zeng Jun

Abstract: As the relation between history and structure is one of the most important
problems in narrative semiotics or semio-narratology, academic focus has
shifted to time. Do “temporal signs” exist? How is time represented by
signs in narration? How do the narrative functions of temporal signs

work? This paper attempts to answer these questions and explore semio-
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narratology, breaking with the ahistorical discourses of narrative
semiotics, by analysing The True Story of AH Q and other modern
fictions in detail.
Keywords:narrative semiotics, semio-narratology, temporal signs, narrative
function, The True Story of AH Q
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