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A Semiotic Analysis of the Four-Trope Evolution of Music
Talent Show in China
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Abstract: After decades of development, the music talent show has entered the
mainstream of Chinese television entertainment programmes. From the
perspective of semiotics, this paper mainly focuses on the semiotic
rhetorical evolution of the Chinese music talent show by dividing its
development process into four phases: the metaphor phase marked by
professionalisation, the metonymy phase marked by popularisation, the
synecdoche phase marked by genres and the irony phase marked by
gamification. Ultimately, this paper ponders a possible post-irony move
of the Chinese music talent show in the future.
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