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The Meaning of Meaninglessness: A Semiotic Study of Noise

He Yijie

Abstract:

The term “noise” has been broadly used in both professional and daily
life contexts, and it is therefore difficult to give noise a general
definition. Furthermore, there is a universal connection between this
term and the various objects it refers to. Most of the studies in
humanities and social science regard noise as the interference in the
process of communication, either confining noise to the field of
information or expanding it to all aspects of communication. From the
perspective of semiotics, this paper holds that noise is the meaningless
elements of signs; hence, it is necessary to clarify its relation to

meaning in semiosis to provide a new approach to the study of noise.
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