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Three-dimensional Configuration of Artistic
Meaning in Chinese Calligraphy: Syntactics,
Semantics and Pragmatics
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Abstract: Under the premise of maintaining the invariance of linguistic
meaning, Chinese calligraphy introduces many meaning “variables”
such as the momentum of cosmic nature, the emotions of the writer,
the paradigm of body perception and the historical style of
calligraphy, to show the “topological deformation” of Chinese
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characters. The topological deformation of calligraphy displays the
creativity of calligraphy art while retaining its semantic invariability,
and through the Chinese character signs more extensive pragmatic
meanings have been obtained. The meaning of Chinese calligraphy
is dominated by syntactics, with semantics and pragmatics often
playing a cooperative role. These three dimensions of meaning
influence, permeate and promote each other and jointly construct a
dynamic and multi-dimensional calligraphy meaning space. Chinese
calligraphy 1s a unique meaning-generating mechanism with
important value in contemporary times.
Keywords: semiotics of calligraphy, topological resemblance, semiotics of art
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