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Symbolic Rhetoric: The Basic Ideographic Mode of Dance Text

YUAN Jiexiong
( School of Literature and Journalism Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)

Abstract: From the perspective of symbolic rhetoric metaphor metonymy and irony have expanded from the linguistic field
to the non—verbal field including dance art. The application of symbolic rhetoric in dance focuses on the rhetorical strategies and
techniques adopted by various ideographic symbols in dance texts and explores how to effectively convey meaning attract the
audiences’ attention arouse their emotional resonance and obtain their recognition and understanding therefore it has become
the basic ideographic mode of dance text. Symbolic metaphor is based on “similarity” whose tenor and vehicle embody the
relationship of “cross-domain mapping”; Symbolic metonymy is based on the association of “contiguity” whose tenor and
vehicle embody the relationship of “sympatric reference”; Symbolic irony means that the same dance text is interpreted by
recipients as two conflicting meanings which are produced on the premise of the existence of accompanying texts. Many dance
works achieve a significant expressive and aesthetic effect from another level by use of symbolic irony. Therefore it is of great
significance for the study of dance creation to clarify the characteristics and functions of these three symbolic rhetoric in the
ideographic process of dance expression.

Key words: symbolic rhetoric; dance text; metaphor; metonymy; irony
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