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Ideology: the Metalanguage of Culture

ZHAO Yiheng
( Institute of Signs & Media Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610044 China)

Abstract: Ideology is the most complicated concept in social sciences and humanities. In the discus—
sions on ideology of more than two centuries many scholars touched related key concepts such as
culture signs metalanguage etc. This paper attempts to synthesize all those concepts into a short and
clear definition: ideology is the metalanguage of culture. With this definition the paper attempts to
solve the few difficult problems that have challenged the scholarship on ideology. Is ideology integral
or fragmented? Is ideology authentic or false? Can we analyze and criticize ideology in the case of
surpassing it? A semiotic analysis could with greater possibility provide new understanding for the
discussion of these questions.
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