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Between Tradition and Innovation: K. B. McFarlane’s Historical Thought and Its Influence
Jin Dening

Abstract: In the political history of medieval England, Whig historiography presented the defect of linear and
progressive flow. K. B. McFarlane therefore reconstructed the concept of bastard feudalism as an important theoretical
framework for the political history of medieval England through the reference of historical materialism, classical feudalism
and the prosopography. McFarlane regarded “bastard feudalism” as a social phenomenon prevailing in the late Middle Ages,
with retinue as the carrier and money as the link. He analyzed the class division of the nobility in medieval England, and
interpreted the overall appearance of the nobility from the perspectives of war, land inheritance, family life, etc., showing
the image of the nobility group different from that depicted by traditional constitutional historians. He also reinterpreted the
social order of late medieval England, emphasizing that as a new feudal system to consolidate the concept of territorial
sovereignty and loyalty, the emergence of “bastard feudalism” helped to maintain the social order. McFarlane’s research
contributed to the rejection of traditional constitutional historiography and the acceptance of this new paradigm which had an
important impact on the study of political history of medieval England. On the one hand, the fifteenth century has received
due attention, and the number of scholars in this field has been increasing year by year, and has produced fruitful academic
achievements. On the other hand, the local gentry class has been given due attention since McFarlane, which enables the
academic community to understand the details and diversity of the local political society. However, there are many defects in
his historical thought. In the interpretation of the retinue, McFarlane paid too much attention to the material reward with
money as the core, and ignored the necessity of ideological principles. The overemphasis on patronage and personal interests
made McFarlane and his followers reluctant to think about the structure of government and power behind political events,
resulting in the lack of comprehensive research in contemporary medieval England history. McFarlane’s interpretation of
medieval politics still centered on the king, emphasizing that the king plays an important role in the success or failure of the
rule. With the reform of historical theory, the new constitutional history advocated by Christine Carpenter came into being.
The new constitutional history, setting against the world known and grappled with by its protagonists in the late Middle Ages,
calls for a re-examination of the role of central institutions, drawing on the traditions of Maitland’s legal history. However,
the new constitutional history is also a further manifestation of McFarlane’s influence, especially as it emphasizes on public
rights and the interpretation and application of the concept of “bastard feudalism”. In short, the understanding and
interpretation of McFarlane’s historical thought can clearly show the process of the continuous development and reflection of
historical research.

Key words: K. B. McFarlane; Bastard Feudalism; Whig historiography; New constitutional historiography

A Semio-aesthetic Study of Designing
Zhao Yiheng

Abstract: Design is a preconceived plan to achieve a certain effect by intentionally changing an object. Through
design, humans inject intentionality into natural objects, transforming them into artifacts and improving these artifacts into
better objects that better serve human needs.

Nature does not design; there is no design in the struggle for survival. Rather than saying that nature is suited for
survival , it is more accurate to say that humans are striving to adapt to the natural world. Humans exist in a world that has
been “designed by humans,” with social and cultural designs that enable “artificial humans” to live in an artificial world.

To survive in the world, humans must find ways to “design” nature. This is an extension of human subjectivity, which
constantly seeks meaning in the world, including optimizing the environment to produce meaningful characteristics for the
benefit of humanity.

The practical activities of animals are determined by innate behavioral patterns passed down through genetics. In

contrast, human design plans, as well as the tools or products produced from this design, reflect the social and cultural style
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of the community. The “scale” of design varies greatly and is entirely dependent on the intentions of the designer.

Once nature is transformed according to the design plan, it takes on the meaning that humans have given it. Symbols are
the perceptible means of interpreting meaning, which is most evident in design activities. Since the intention behind design is
to change the meaning of an object, this design meaning will inevitably be expressed in a perceptible way. Without symbol
activity, design would not be possible.

Design may not always achieve its intended purpose, and there is always the possibility of miscalculation. In searching
for the principles of design, we must begin with the special nature of design codes, since design itself is also “designed”.
Before modern times, “humanization” evolved from the divine as the general principle of design, shaping the meaningful
world that humans need. Today, it has been replaced by the universal realm of science. Overemphasizing the power of
science to shape the world through scientific universalism may actually impoverish the human spiritual world.

Artistry is the “anti-effect” part of design, with “artistic design” as the design effect that emphasizes artistry rather than
utility. An item designed in this way not only provides utility to the user but also conveys value and appreciation that
transcends the mundane. This “triple nature” is based on a fundamental paradox of symbolic aesthetics: art relies on
purposelessness, but most designed objects must strive for utility.

9

The overall plan for design is called “meta-design,” or “design for design.” Each nation often insists on its own meta—

design plan, which ultimately forms a comprehensive meta—design system that combines technology and aesthetics. All meta—

2

designs ultimately seek a “grand unifying spirit,” and attempt to intuitively demonstrate the ultimate reason for all things.
Design semiotics is not just a technical problem, nor is it simply based on the changes in the shape of physical objects.
It is the evolution of the “way” of meta-design, and is a profound imprint of historical progress.

Key words: Design; De-naturalization; Artistic design; Meta-design

New-tech Humanism in the Dominance of Dataism: The Value Orientation of Algorithm Technology
in the Intelligent Era
Jiang Xiaoli, Zhong Dibing

Abstract: In the era of intelligent communication, algorithm and data technology become the social infrastructure and
underlying logic, and bring about with them the prevalence of dataism. Philosophically, dataism dates back to
Pythagoreanism in ancient Greece, which maintains that number is the origin of all things, and all things can be reduced to
the specification of number, that is, all things are determined by the proportional relation or the opposite relation of number.
Behind the complex and changing world is the eternally and invariably mathematical reality world, and number is the root of
all invariable things. Pythagoreanism tries to explain the complex world with simple abstract mathematics, and its way of
thinking has had a profound impact on philosophy and scientific research throughout the Western world.

Entering the era of intelligence, with the continuous progress and improvement of computer science and intelligent
technology, dataism has further evolved and manifested itself as computationism, which has become the leading research
paradigm in cognitive neuroscience, artificial intelligence and other fields. Computationism maintains that the physical
world, life process and even the cognition, mental state, mental activity and emotion of humans can be calculated by
algorithms. Both dataism and computationalism hold that human beings use highly abstract, simple and one-sided thinking to
understand and grasp the world, and convert everything into data that can be calculated by algorithms, thus fundamentally
dissolving the value and significance of human existence. Human beings are no longer regarded as subjects with unique and
rich personality, which leads to profound humanistic crisis.

In response to this dilemma, this paper reiterates the importance of the humanism. However, the era of intelligent
communication needs to transcend the traditional or classical humanism. Classical humanism has gradually evolved into
“anthropism” while advocating the initiative of human beings: human beings become the center of the universe, the objective
world becomes the external object to be recognized and transformed, and human beings realize their subjectivity by
conquering nature. In this sense, humanism has become its opposite, leading to the domination and enslavement of human
beings by reason and technology, and thus falling into the determinism dilemma of “master-slave dialectics”.
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