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Reflection and Reconstruction of the Foundation

of Art Semiotics from the Phenomenological Ontology

Zhao Kuiying

Abstract ; The two main theoretical foundations of current semiotics of art, Saussure’ s Semiolo-

gy and Pierce’ s Semiotics, they all have fundamental limitations for art studies. Therefore, today’ s

art studies need to reflect on its foundation and reconstruct it through the phenomenological semiot-

ics, especially through Heidegger’ s ontological phenomenological view of sign. According to Heide-

gger’ s view, the character of sign consists in showing or indicating. Indicating can be defined as a

‘kind’ of referring. Referring is also relating. And the Indicating of sign is related to the ‘daily

deal’. Heidegger’ s view of sign surpasses the difficulties of art meaning of Pierce’ s representational

semiotics, breaks the closeness of Saussure’s formalism Semiology, and opens the possibility for an

ontological practical semiotics of art. And so it may provide the basic support and feasible thinking

for the rebuilding of foundation of art semiotics.

Key words: semiotics of art; Phenomenological Ontology ; Heidegger ; reflection and reconstruc-

tion
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