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“Art without Counterfeits” in the Digital-Intelligent
Reproduction Era: A Marxist Semiotic Aesthetic
Interpretation
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Abstract: Artworks may have counterfeits, but art itself has none. Discussions
on counterfeits have engaged four paradigms of artistic authenticity
discourse: ontological monism, authorial identity theory, art-world

definition theory, and historical slippage theory. However, each of
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these paradigms has inherent flaws and proves inadequate for
addressing the phenomenon of art counterfeits in the digital-intelligent
reproduction era. This paper attempts to argue from the perspective of
Marxist semiotic aesthetics that digital art must accept the judgment
“art without counterfeits” at the levels of syntactics, semantics and
pragmatics. This clarifies the discursive entanglement of artistic
authenticity and provides a new interpretive strategy for the study of
art forgery in the digital-intelligent reproduction era.
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