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The Formal Mystery of “Truth”: The Narrative Dilemma

and Value Vortex of Domestic Suspense Dramas

Chen Wenbin

Abstract: Suspense as a general feature of narrative is difficult to be described as a
genre, while suspense dramas as a genre have formal commonality.

Therefore, this paper tries to start from the formal analysis, taking
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“truth” as the keyword of the dominant style and conceptual definition of
suspense dramas. And on this basis, it analyzes the narrative program of
domestic suspense dramas, and articulates the triple value vortex of
individual and collective, good and evil, truth and lies. The heterogeneity
of domestic suspense dramas lies in the reversal of the order of value
vortex, which contrasts with the real world and satisfies the audience’s
impulse to transgress the norms and obtain the truth, thus mapping out
the emotional structure of the public in the post-truth era.
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