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Abstract :

In the coordinate system with subjective-objective as the vertical axis and insubstantial-real
as the horizontal axis, the first quadrant is the subjective insubstantial spirit, the second
quadrant is the subjective real sign, the third quadrant is the objective real matter, and the
fourth quadrant is the objective insubstantial information. Signs and information are
philosophical categories that signify existence, and both are in the transition zone between
material and spiritual existence, while symbols are weakly coded and have many meanings,
and information is strongly coded and mapped one by one. The four quadrants are
interrelated and can be transformed into each other. If we start from Peirce’s manifestation
science, combined with Hegel’s and Sartre’s phenomenological ideas, we can assume that
the spiritual world and the material world exist equally, and the symbolic world where signs
and information are located is only the manifestation of the existence of the original world.
The symbolic meaning constitutes the whole domain of information. From the interpretation
of manifestation, sign is the manifestation of the way and state of existence of matter and
spirit — the sum of material phenomena and spiritual phenomena; sign is manifestation.
Keywords:

Existence; signs; phenomenon; symbolic world; sign movement

Back to Marx: Revisiting the Significance of the Study of Commodity

Symbols
Chen Wenbin (Zhejiang University)

Abstract :

The starting point of Marxist political economic research is commodities. At the same time,
Marx clearly regarded commodities as a symbol in Capital. Commodity symbol research
started from Marxist political economy and ran through the cultural theories of Western
Marxism. Focusing on the study of commodity symbols can not only reveal the internal
connection between Marxist political economy and Western Marxist cultural theories, but
also clarify the interaction between cultural studies and political economic studies.
Returning to the study of commodity symbols is the only way to “return to Marx”. It is
precisely by revisiting commodity symbols that cultural studies and political economic
studies have a common focus when facing the digital age.
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Reflection on Chinese Aesthetic Modernity: Discussion of the movie The
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