
Title: “Implied Author” Studies in China
Abstract: Based on the western narrative theory, the Chinese scholars have reflected 
on the concept of “implied author” and proposed their own interpretations. They have 
published considerable works on this issue, and some of them even participate in the 
international dialogues on the issue. All of these have added Chinese element into the 
western narrative theory and contributed to the critical theories both in China and abroad. 
This paper intends to present the development of the study of “implied author” in China 
from the aspects of its formation, the reason of the debate on it, its definition, the necessity 
of its existence, and ways of identifying it. In this way we can see the arguments and 
dialogues about this issue among the Chinese scholars.
Keywords: implied author; debate; definition; recognition
Author: Lin Qin is a doctoral candidate of English at Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
(Shanghai 200240, China). Currently, she is engaged in the studies of Anglo-American 
literature. Email: applelinqin@163.com

· 1952
1961

79

1987
21

1

叙事-正文.indd   195 2014-11-25   9:16:54



  1

·
· · 3-4

·
30-31

80

7-8

175

175

叙事-正文.indd   196 2014-11-25   9:16:54



 

12
·

11

80-81

30

30

30

44

44

44

101

104

叙事-正文.indd   197 2014-11-25   9:16:54



  1

1.
2

11
deduced author

12

12-18

叙事-正文.indd   198 2014-11-25   9:16:54



 

145

149

 
214

implied author

 38

38

18

叙事-正文.indd   199 2014-11-25   9:16:54



  1

Shen, “Booth’s The Rhetoric of 
Fiction and China’s Critical Context” 176

2. 

158-159

52

289

290

292

叙事-正文.indd   200 2014-11-25   9:16:55



 

Shen, “Booth’s The Rhetoric of 
Fiction and China’s Critical Context” 174

176

3. 

,

,
137

33

24
33

叙事-正文.indd   201 2014-11-25   9:16:55



  1

25

27

37-38

/
91

A
B A B

叙事-正文.indd   202 2014-11-25   9:16:55



 

A B C 126

178

175

103
104

106

Shen, “Booth’s The Rhetoric 
of Fiction and China’s Critical Context” 176

40

38 40

叙事-正文.indd   203 2014-11-25   9:16:55



  1

56

59

12

143-145

Shen, “Booth’s The Rhetoric of Fiction and China’s Critical 
Context” 171

叙事-正文.indd   204 2014-11-25   9:16:55



 

1994

214

151

153

/
/ /

/

141

· · · 11

叙事-正文.indd   205 2014-11-25   9:16:55



  1

12 ·

· · · 11

· · ·
11

145

·
· · 11

Notes
1. 119

858 11 2

2000 7

2. 1990

Works Cited
· 5 (2007): 30-40

[Booth, Wayne C. “The Resurrection of the Implied Author.” Trans. Shen Dan. Jiangxi Social Science 5 

(2007): 30- 40.]

5 (2003): 51-54

[Cao, Xixiu. “Implied Author and Implied Reader in the Framework of Rhetoric of Fiction.” Modern 

Literary Magazine 5 (2003): 51-54.]

4 (1997): 17-25

叙事-正文.indd   206 2014-11-25   9:16:55



 

[Cheng, Xilin. “On Booth’s The Rhetoric of Fiction.” Foreign Literature Review 4 (1997): 17-25.]

3 (2011): 88-91

[Cui, Xiaoqing. “An Analysis of the Concept of ‘Implied Author’ in Literary Works.” Foreign Language 

Education 3 (2011): 88-91.]

2 (2012): 125-131

[Fang, Xiaoli. “The Twin Implied Authors in the Opponent Companion Volumes: The Power of Voice in The 

Women of Brewster Place and The Men of Brewster Place.” Foreign Literatures 2 (2012): 125-131.]

1994

[Hu, Yamin. Narratology. Wuhan: Central China Normal UP, 2004.]

3 (2000): 103-107

[Li, Jianjun. “On the Author and the Implied Author in Fictions.” Journal of Renmin University of China 

3 (2000): 103-107.]

2003

[---. A Study of the Rhetoric of Fiction. Beijing: Renmin U of China P, 2003.]

 1 

(2011): 56-60

[Li, Weimin. “Fundamentally There is Nothing, How Could Any Dust Be Attracted?—Calling in Question 

of the Necessity of the ‘Implied Author’. ” Journal of Tianjin Foreign Studies University 1 (2011): 

56-60.]

3 (2013): 88-92

[Li, Xiaodi. “A Complementary Interpretation of the ‘Implied Author’.” Foreign Languages and Their 

Teaching 3 (2013):88-92.]

· 2 (2008): 38-43

[Liu, Yalv. “On the Invalidity of Wayne Booth’s ‘Implied Author’ .” Jiangxi Social Sciences 2 (2008): 

38-43.]

4 (2012): 100-105

[Liu, Yuyu, Lei Yanni. “On the ‘Implied Author and the ‘Real Author’.” Theoretical Studies in Literature 

and Art 4 (2012):100-105.]

4 (1995): 156-162

[Liu, Yuexin. “On the ‘Implied Author’ and its Artistic Generation.” Jianghai Academic Journal 2 (1995): 

156-162.]

4 (2009): 42-44

[Luo, Chaohui. “Also on the ‘Implied Author’.” Foreign Languages and Their Teaching 4 (2009): 42-44.]

1994

[Luo, Gang. An Introduction to Narratology. Kunming: Yunnan Renmin Press, 1994.]

叙事-正文.indd   207 2014-11-25   9:16:55



  1

5 (2011): 175-182

[Ma, Mingkui. “Reflections on and New Interpretation of the ‘Implied Author’.” Literary Review 5 (2011): 

175-182.]

6 (2008): 23-29

[Qiao, Guoqiang. “A New Interpretation of the ‘Implied Author’,” Jiangxi Social Sciences 6 (2008): 23-

29.]

5 (2007): 6-13

[Shang, Biwu, Hu Quansheng. “A Review of the Debate on the ‘Implied Author’ Among the Western 

Narratologists.” Shandong Foreign Languages Teaching Journal 5 (2007): 6-13.]

2 (2011): 79-86

[---. “Fifty Years of ‘Implied Author’ Studies: The Acceptance, Debate, and Derivations of the Concept”, 

Academic Forum 2 (2011):79-86.]

· · · 3 (2013): 

3-13

[---. “Deconstruction, Defense, Revision, and Development—A Review of ‘Implied Author’ Studies in the 

West at 21st Century.” Foreign Literatures 3 (2013): 3-13.]

 3 (2004): 

151-154

[She, Xiangjun. “On Constructing the ‘Implied Author’ in Novel Reading.” Journal of South-Central 

University for Nationalities 3 (2004): 151-154.]

 3 (2004): 289-293

[---. “ ‘Implied Author’ and Artistic Personality—A Further Understanding of the ‘Implied Author’.” 

Journal of Southwest University for Nationalities (2004): 289-293.]

3 (2000): 

7-13

[Shen, Dan. “Do We Need the ‘Implied Author’?” Foreign Literatures Quarterly 3 (2000): 7-13.]

4 (2006): 133-143

[---. “What is ‘Unreliable Narration?’” Foreign Literature Review 4 (2006):133-143.]

---. “Booth’s The Rhetoric of Fiction and China’s Critical Context.” Narrative 15. 2 (2007): 167-186.

2 (2008): 136-145

[---.“What is‘Implied Author’?”Journal of Peking University 2 (2008): 136-145.]

2 (2009): 26-34

[---. “On the ‘Implied Author’ Again.” Jiangxi Social Sciences 2 (2009): 26-34.]

2 (2009): 35-39

[Xue, Chunxia. “The Ethical Relationship between Real Author and Implied Author.” Jiangxi Social 

叙事-正文.indd   208 2014-11-25   9:16:56



 

Sciences 2 (2009):35-39.]

1990

[Zhao, Yiheng. Literary Semiotics. Beijing: China Wenlian Publishing Company, 1990.]

1998

[---. When the Teller is Told About. Beijing: Renmin U of China P, 1998.]

6 (2012): 145-149

[---. “Omni-text and Universal Implied Author.” Gansu Social Sciences 6 (2012): 145-149.]

叙事-正文.indd   209 2014-11-25   9:16:56



20 90

Title: “Unreliable Narration” Studies in China
Abstract: Being one of the most important concepts in narrative theory, “unreliable 
narration” has been the focus of Chinese scholars since its introduction into China in the 
1990s. Surveying the related research concerning “unreliable narration” in China, we can 
find out two distinct characteristics. First, the rhetorical approach to “unreliable narration” 
is widely and favorably applied into the works of Lu Xun—the best known writer in 
modern China. Second, after the appearance of the cognitive approach to “unreliable 
narration”, some Chinese scholars unprecedentedly join in its discussion and exploration, 
making their own contribution. It is from these two aspects that this paper will explore the 
practical application and theoretical development of “unreliable narration” in China.
Keywords: unreliable narration; Chinese context; Lu Xun; rhetorical approach; cognitive 
approach
Author: Zheng Hongsheng is a doctoral candidate of English at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
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