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Li Anzhai and the First Book on Semiotics in China A Theory of Meaning

ZHAO Yiheng
( The College of Literature and Journalism Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064 China)

Abstract: Li Anzhai ( 1900 — 1985) a native of Qianxi Hebei Province was a pioneer of Chinese
semiotics. He taught in the Sociology Department of Yenching University in his youth. He was also the pioneer
of Chinese anthropology and one of the founders of Tibetan studies. In 1930 British scholar Ivor Armstrong
Richards ( 1893 - 1979) came to teach and make research on Mencius in Tsinghua University and Yenching
University. Li participated as assistant together with Fei Xiaotong ( 1910 — 2005) wherein he came into
contact with the study of semiotics in Europe and wrote the book A Theory of Meaning( Yiyixue) . This is the
only semiotic work in China before 1980s which has important historical value.
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