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Semiotics of Buddhism in the Tang and Song Dynasties and
Its Ethical Value

Cao Zhong

Abstract: Based on the theory of “Xung” ( concept/image) in Buddhism, this
paper examines the semiotic thought and ethical value of Buddhism in
the Tang and Song Dynasties. It finds that as a branch of “recognition
of existence” in Mahayana Buddhism, the consciousness-only school

interpretation of the semiotic world and the analysis of the inseparable
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relationship between a sign and a sign object were highly consistent
with the strong spirit of Chushi in the Tang Dynasty, which was a type
of ideological response of Buddhism to the prosperous Tang
Dynasty. Zen Buddhism during the Song Dynasty advocated
“abandoning the sign and achieving a clear mind to see nature”
through the semiotic metaphor mechanism, which became the
theoretical basis for scholar-officials to deal with their relationship

with the external world and created a unique spirit of Chushi.
Keywords: Buddhism in Tang and Song Dynasties; Buddhist semiotic;
consciousness-only school; Zen ethics; the spirit of Chushi and Rushi
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