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Musicality and the Character-Tones in Chinese Lyrics
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Lu Zhenglan

Abstract: Musicality has always been one of the central issues in the study of lyrics

ancient or modern. It is comprised at least of two different layers: the
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textual musicality created by the prosody (in Chinese, the regulated tones
of sounds), and the matching of words with the melody of the tunes. The
two are often confused in the study of lyrics. The lack of convenient and
accurate notation system in Chinese history has been the main reason for
this confusion. But if we concentrate on the musical practice in modern
times, we can see that the tones of Chinese characters are not heard once
set to music. It is only the limitation that the posts-lyricists imposed upon
themselves.
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