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Meaning Transfer in Connotateurs

SUI Yan
(School of Television and Journalism of Communication University of China, Beijing, 100024)

Abstract: Roland Barthes mentioned connotateurs in his Elements of Semiology without further de—

tails. In fact connotateurs play the key role to realize meaning transfer, build new meanings and spread

ideology. The signifiers (expressive layers) of a connotation are possibly composed of more than one de-

notations or sign systems (a combination of signifier and signified), which is called connotateur. When a
signified (C2) of a connotation [(EIR1C1)R2C2] which is built with a denotation (EIR1C1)is transferred
into another signifier (E1”) of the other denotation (E1’R1°C1’), the transfer of meanings happens.
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