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On the Markedness of Internet Celebrities

Yan Wenjun

Abstract: Despite the large variety of ways in which one can become an
“internet celebrity ” in the new media context, the theory of
markedness may help account for this seemingly complex
phenomenon from a semiotic perspective. Markedness is the basis of
internet celebrities at each stage of his/her development. Most
internet celebrities become famous because of their markedness
which, to a large extent, is a reflection of the fans’ self-realisation.
The prosperity of mternet celebrities illustrates the conversion of the
marked, and reflects the changes and developments happening in
society, culture and human ideology.
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