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Hing as a Medium: Three Dimensions of Fans’ Cultural Consumption
—Take “Air Jordan Shoe Culture” as an Example
Yang Zhao
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University)

Abstract: In the dual social background of consumer society and media society, fan culture presents
distinctive post-modern characteristics. The cultural production and cultural consumption behavior of fans has
also become the focus of research. Through the research of “Air Jordan shoe culture”, the author found that
there are three dimensions of cultural consumption: symbolic consumption, experiential consumption and cross-
border consumption. From “buying shoes” to “wearing shoes” to “collecting shoes”, shoe fans gain pleasure in
the creation and circulation of meaning, and “culture shaping oneself” gradually becomes “consumption shaping
oneself”. In the commodity wave, when AJ shoes form a meaningful connection with other trendy brands and
become a part of the body of shoe fans, sneaker culture is also continuously shaped and explained in the practice
of embodied communication of shoe fans. In this process, fans and obsessed objects realize “connection” or
even “communication” through media, and the relationship between people, things, and society has also been
reconstructed. However, commercial culture is gradually eroding fan culture. Fans cannot realize “I buy, therefore
I am”. Instead, there is a risk of being materialized.

Key words: Consumer Society; Mediation; Fans; Cultural Consumption; Sneaker Culture
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