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The Metaphor of "Eternal Time" : A Communication Semiotic Interpretation of Swirl
Patterns on Ancient Bronze Ware

Hu Yirong, Xu Chunhong

Abstract : Swirl patterns, commonly found on bronze artifacts, have their roots in the circles
and arcs of the early Neolithic Age. This article adopts a communication semiotics perspective,
examining scroll symbols by analyzing symbol shape, meaning, and usage. During the late
Neolithic Age, glyphic texts characterized by an overarching "circle" framework and a central "whirl"
meaning began to emerge and take form. As society transitioned into the Bronze Age, the scroll
pattern evolved as a new expression of this symbol in decorative arts. In the realm of communication,
the symbolic prototypes of "circle" and "spin" exhibit variations in their communicative attributes
across different times and spaces, eventually evolving into ideographic symbolic texts, transcending
media and information boundaries. Within social symbolic practices, the rationale behind swirl
symbols often undergoes shifts and adaptations. The original rationale rooted in iconicity frequently
gives way to a more symbolic interpretation. Ultimately, the swirl symbol embodies a profound
yearning for "eternal time" through its multifaceted meanings.

Keywords : Chinese culture, communication semiotics, motif, motivation, temporality of space
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