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On Forms and Meanings of Object-signs

Wang Weiyan

Abstract: Object-signs are perceptual objects that are considered to carry
meaning and use objects as sign carriers. This perceptual object can
also be represented as an empty object sign, which is the void formed
after the original object is lost and expresses its meaning. The
formation of object-signs cannot be separated from the “person-

object” relationship and the “object-object” relationship, and the
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meaning of object-signs is generated and mutated in these
relationships. The material and spiritual processing of things by
humans is the fundamental condition for the inherent nature and
otherness of things to become signs, and this processing constitutes
the cultural attributes of object signs. Artwork is a pure material sign,
and the material nature deeply participates in the meaning process of
artistic signs. The borrowing of material nature is a common
phenomenon in artworks formed by the object, medium, and carrier
of artistic signs. It makes the material nature and material signs of
artworks form a sign as a whole and participate in the meaning
construction of artistic signs together.

Keywords: object-signs, empty object-sign, the inherent nature of things, the

otherness of things
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