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Inquiry and Rhetoric: On Rhetoric in Peircean Semiotics

ZHAO Xing — zhi

( College of Foreign Languages and Cultures Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064 China)

Abstract Unlike traditional rhetoric concentrating on the verbal communication skills Charles S. Peirce
who reforms the concept and the function of rhetoric has advanced a brand — new approach to rhetoric studies.
Scientific inquiry semiotics and rhetoric are correlated among each other in Peircean philosophy. More specific—

ally rhetoric studies are guide by scientific inquiry which is considered as the semiosis where community mem—
bers discuss and negotiate the issue of truth. While those negotiations of the sign’ s meaning also needs the help
of scientific methodologies which are named as “universal rhetoric ”in Peircean semiotics. This paper ponders on

the definition function and significance of universal rhetoric from the following three levels namely his philos—

ophy of inquiry semiotics and rhetoric.
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