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Hypogram: A Key Concept in Michael Riffaterre’ s Semiotics of Poetry
Qiao Qi

Abstract: Michael Riffaterre has established a comprehensive theoretical system on semiotics of poe-
try, which includes the significance of poetry, sign production, text production, interpretant, etc. Hypo-
gram is a key concept in Riffaterre’ s theory, and it focuses on the following aspects: semes or presuppo-
sitions, cliches and descriptive systems. Hypogram is vital in composing the deep structure of a text. It
has a close relationship with poetic sign, matrix and interpretant.

Key words: Michael Riffaterre; semiotics of poetry; hypogram



