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To Discover Theory or to Testify Theory
——The Plight and Outlet of Historical Research in the Horizon of Modern Science
Deng Xize

Abstract: The most significant activity of human being is knowledge production. It means, the more
effective knowledge a subject can produce, the more important and prosperous it is. In ancient times,
there are primarily two historical methods: one is recording facts in large amount to constitute
abundant samples; the other is induction, i. e. , making a conclusion according to the samples and
finding out some regular patterns. This implies that as a way of producing knowledge through
inducting experience, history has function of constructing theory effectively, and in ancient times it
acted as the most significant way of knowledge production and was quite prosperous as well.
However, owing to the much stronger ability of knowledge yielding, modern science outshines
traditional subjects, such as history and philosophy, as a result, they fade out. History, however,
descends to a case or footnote to verify the existing theory., and becomes increasingly less valuable.
But if history is modified to be problematic historical research, history of literature is mended to be
the history of problems, and modern scientific methodology is added, history will newly approaching
modern science. And then, history is able to arouse the vitality of producing knowledge and
discovering theory, though it cannot become the main fashion of producing knowledge again.

Key words: historical research, discover, testify, theory, modern science

o 147 -



