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Moving Beyond the Worship of “Good Versions’:

A Meaning-generating Mechanism for Ancient Texts

from the

Perspective of Yi Zhou Shu

Wang Wenyi

Abstract: It is common practice in classical philology to advocate for “good

versions” of ancient books. This article establishes a new concept of
the “good version” from the perspective of Lotman’s cultural
semiotics. Through a detailed discussion of the two groups of eight

texts in Yi Lhou Shu, the article shows that the variant verisons are the
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key points of meaning generation. Attention to the “ meaning-
generating mechanism” leads to a focus on comparing different texts
or versions rather than assessing their advantages and disadvantages.
To address some limitations of traditional classical philology, the
scope of research into ancient book versions has shifted from the
internal to the external structure, and thus from literature to culture.
Under the guidance of this theory, versions no longer have
advantages or disadvantages. This has important guiding significance
for a renewed understanding of version types, efficiently grasping
version information, and moving beyond the worship of “good
versions”.
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