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Abstract: Lacan’s psychoanalysis has a semio-phenomenological dimension in
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the process of clarifying the formation of the subject. While taking
the phallus as the key symbol for the formation of female and male
subject, Lacan’s theory of the subject makes choices on some
important issues of phenomenology but these choices are sometimes
obscure in its theoretical construction. On the surface, Lacan’s
psychoanalysis draws lessons on intersubjective relations from Hegel
and Husserl, through which it tries to explain the problem of gender
identity in the process of subject formation. In practical analysis,
however, Lacan’s theory maintains the presence of “physicality”,
reflecting the tendency of “psychologism” rejected by Husserl. The
departure from Husserl is worth discussing because, as a matter of
fact, it is not easy to completely abandon psychologism, despite this
abandonment being a basic disciplinary feature of phenomenology.
This paper produces a new way of studying this issue. It first turns to
another phenomenologist, Peirce, for an exploration of another
possible aspect of the relationship between consciousness and meaning
in psychoanalysis by comparing the similarities and differences
between Lacan and Peirce in semio-phenomenological issues. Placed
in contrast with Peirce’s phenomenology, the bodily dimension in
Lacan’s gender theory is brought forward, which also prompts us to
question the superiority of the female subject in Lacan’s sense of
breaking through the castration of the “big Other” and the future of
feminism as indicated by Lacan.

Keywords: Lacan, female subject, Peirce, formal intuition, semio-phenomenology
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