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Relationship between Body Power., Physical Power and Symbolic Power

TAN Guang-hui
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610068, China)

Abstract: Power can be classified into three types: body power, physical power and symbolic

power. Body power is the power of existence. Physical power is the power of possession. Symbolic

power is the power of identification. Physical power is the guarantee of body power and symbolic pow-

er the extension of body power. Only the creatures with the symbolic ability can produce the symbolic

power. The occurrence of symbolic power adds one dimension to the world and thus creates meaning,

so as to extend human being’s limited existence to unlimited existence.

Key Words: Power Classification; Power of Existence; Power of Possession; Power of Identifica-

tion
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