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Revisiting the “Double Framing” Principle: The Nature of
Fictional and Factnal Narrative and the Judgemental
Dilemma

Wang Changcai

Abstract: This paper revisits the “double framing” principle, a theory proposed
by Mr Zhao Yiheng and further developed by Tan Guanghui, and
discusses the following questions: Is the “double framing” principle
an identifying criterion or a kind of characterisation? What is the
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nature of secondary segregation? Is secondary segregation peculiar to
fictional narrative? Is the fictional separation in the same frame as the
personality-frame binary narrator? Is the fictional frame objective or
subjective? This paper holds that the “double framing” principle,
based on mimetic narratives, seems to face challenges when dealing
with unnatural narratives ( anti-mimetic ficdonal narratives) .
Therefore, this paper suggests that fictional and factual issues should
be examined at different levels of ideal and non-ideal rhetorical
communication situations, and discusses the dilemma of judging
fictdonal and factual narratives in more complex situations, such as
insinuative texts, parody texts and performances.

Keywords: the “double framing” principle, fictional narrative, factual narrative,
unnatural narrative, mterpretive vortex
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