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p.428

The study combines the B-L modd and Culpeper s theory of characterization in the investigation of Hampton's The
Philanthropist. It demonstrates the advantages of syntheszing the two theoreticd modesin the styligic andyssof dra
ma. Compared with Abdesdem sanalyssof the same dramatic text based solely on the B-L modd , the present study takes
into account readers ocognitive processes and revedl s the characterization in the dramatic corflict in a more systematic and
integrated manner. Based on the andyss, the present study d makes some modifications to the theoreticad moddsin-
volved.
A social semiotic analysis of hypertext' s multimodality , by YE Qichang (School of Humanities and Socia Sciences, Be-
jing Jiaotong Univ. , Bejing 100089, P. R. China) , p. 437

The analyssindudesa cia semiotic account of multimoda texts, the divison of the visud gace, theinterpretation
of gatesof dfarsin the represented world as well as the description of the ocia relationsof the viewer and the image.
A review dof current language prof iciency scales, by HAN Baocheng (National Research Centrefor Foreign L anguage Ed-
ucation, Beijing Foreign Studies Univ. , Bdjing 100089, P. R. China) , p. 443

This paper reviews the most influentia language proficiency scales induding the ILR (FSI) scades, the ACTFL
scaes, the IS PR scdes, the AL TE scaes, the Common European Framework and the Canadian L anguage Benchmarks.
Digtinctive features of each of these scales are discussed and the development of a common English yardstick for Chinese
English learnersis proposed.
The effects of language aptitude on second language acquisition , by DAl Yuncai (School of Internationa Education,
Zhgiang Forestry Univ. , Linhai 311300, P. R. China) , p.451

This paper isan empirica study of the dfects of language aptitude and related factors on L2 acquistion by English
learners at the tertiary level in Chinese context. The results show that language gptitude is corrdated with L2 acquistion
and the gender of oollege students, but not with their learning strategy , and no sgnificant difference of language aptitude
between freshmen and juniorsisindicated. In addition, it isargued that language aptitude has correlation with gender and
remains stable at the tertiary level. Language aptitude can dfect L2 acquidtion independently as well as by working to-
gether with gender.
A dructural equation model on the relationships between English writing strategies, cognitive proceses of writing in
TEM-8 and achievement, by XIU Xudong & XIAO Defa (Foreign Languages School , Ludong Univ. , Yantai 264025,
P.R. China) , p. 460

An invegtigation of 463 seniorsfrom 3 univerdties shows: 1) both learning strategies (in writing) and process strate-
gies (in writing) have direct fectson the writing processesin TEM-8 and indirect effectson writing performance and to-
ta scores, 2)“ Presenting Strategy” has a variety of negative effects on the sub-cognitive processes; 3) writing perfor-
mance and tota soores can be postively acoounted for , to a great extent , by“ Organizing” and® Presenting” in the sub-
cognitive processes.
Trandation testing and grading, by MU Lei (School of Interpreting & Trandation Studies, Guangdong Univ. of For-
egn Studies, Guangzhou 510420, P. R. China) , p. 466

The article reviews the mgor trandation testing methods and marking scales used in text-based trandation testing,
and discusses their inadequacies. Some are too subjectire, some are inflexible in error-counting grading , ©me lack theoret-

ica underpinning, and osme do not suit large- scale testing epecialy when more than two markers are involved.

- 480 -



