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Phenomenological Interpretation of Dufrenne's Affective

A Priori and Presence

Zhang Yunpeng
School of Humanities and Foreign Languages, China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China

Abstract: In order to answer the question "how is aesthetic experience possible?", Dufrenne borrowed and reformed
Kant's concept of "a priori" and put forward an ontological concept of "affective a prior". Affective a prior is not only the
condition that makes aesthetic experience and aesthetic object possible, but also the constituent factor of aesthetic experience
and aesthetic object. As an attribute of presence, a prior precedes both the subject and the object, and makes possible the
relation of the subject and the object, so it is at the same time a specification of the subject and the object. Affective a prior is
embodied in the object as an affective trait, the subject as an affective ability, and the cognition of the existence of affective
a prior as an affective category. On the basis of Heidegger's ideological mood, Dufrenne demonstrated the attribution of
emotion to presence. With the help of the perceptual appearance of affective category, the identity of emotion and presence is
further demonstrated: "affective a prior - presence". Affection, which corresponds to pure feeling, reveals to us the fullness of
presence in aesthetic experience.

Key words: Dufrenne; affective a prior; affective trait; affective category; presence
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