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Symbol Archaeology and Image Coding: The
Cross-cultural Experience of Visual Design in Chinese
Literary Journals from the 1930s to the 1940s

Zhi Yu Wu Pengbo

Abstract: From the perspective of semiotics, Chinese literary journals from the
1930s to the 1940s provide readers with a dual cross-cultural
experience of visual and literary texts. In these journals, elite artists
with rich cultural backgrounds excavate the resources of traditional
signs, graft them onto the vocabulary of Western modern art and
design, and conduct visual translations between the dimensions of
form, rhetoric, aesthetics and concept. These artists construct a
cross-cultural polysemy of image-texts and structures of implication in
the paper media of literature and art periodicals. Through an analysis
of symbol archaeology and image coding, this paper shows the
interculturality of visual design by which Chinese literary journals of
the 1930s and 1940s combine tradition with modernity, and East
with West. This application of design semiotics not only reveals the
cross-cultural attributes of modern Chinese literary journals, but also
informs the development of Chinese contemporary visual design in
the era of digital globalisation.

Keywords: Chinese modern literary journals, cross-culture, visual design,

semiotic archaeology, image coding
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