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Title: Constructing a Community of Organism: A Biosemiotic Study of Fantasy Lit-
erature

ABSTRACT: This paper aims to explore the community of organism in fantasy
literature from the perspective of biosemiotics. In the genre of fantasy, narrators can
adopt a nonhuman perspective, allowing themselves to observe and experience the
world through the eyes of other species. Because of the magical element, nonhuman
species within the fantastical world can engage in human semiotic practices, enabling

the translation of signs from varied Umwelten (surrounding environments) into mutu-
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ally intelligible signs, thereby co-creating a shared Umwelt with humans. The fantasy
world serves as a common habitat for multiple species, intertwining different Umwelten
of human and nonhuman beings, and fostering complementary perceptions of the world
among different species. Fantasy literature hence heralds a new paradigm in human-na-
ture relationships. Recognizing that humans exist within an extensive network of signs
with all living beings, the construction of a “second nature” entails not only the incor-
poration of nature into the human but also the integration of the human into nature. This
process fosters the community of organism, where all creatures in the natural world en-
joy an equal position.
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