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An Analysis of the Imagination of Space-time and Its
Border in Fairy Tale Narrative

Zhu Lin

Abstract: The fairy tale is an important literary genre in which to explore
narratives of possible worlds. The space-time structure of the fairy tale’s
text has often been described as composed of multi-layered spaces and
multidimensional time. The artistic space structure of the modern novel,
such as the embedded narrative mode, chain type and dream mode, has
formally extended the boundaries of the textual space of fairy tales.

Meanwhile, using prolepsis and analepsis, fairy tales also enrich the
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imagination of time. The imagination of the space—time of fairy tales,
however, often overflows into the world of the impossible because of
spatial layer crossing and the logic paradox. This paper argues that the
imagination of space-time in fairy tales should have a boundary, which
is provided by logical truth. Logical truth provides a basis not only for
the formation of the concept and category of space-time in the possible
world, but also for the cognitive rules of fairy tales. The creation and
acceptance of fairy tales involve different subjects, including adults and
children, so that the constraint of logical truth makes the literary
activity possible.

Keywords: fairy tale, multi-layered spaces, multidimensional time, impossible

world, logical truth
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