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Too Long or Too Short; Two Faces of “Literature” in the Internet Age
Wang Xiaoying

Abstract: Super-long web novel and micro literature — the two typical forms of literature in the
internet age — coexist and constitute the two faces of “literature”. They are both the products of the
attention economy with its own fragmental symbolic form 1o adapt to the fragmentation of the space and
time. By dividing the long into the smaller and the sparse layout form, super-long web novel become
accustomed to the new way of reading. Micro literature which effectively challenge the existing boundary
of literature are associated with the internet hand-held terminals, especially the widespread use of smart
phones. The rise of visual culture and the spread of interactive information make the “literature” evolve
into the “extensive literature” together. Super-long web novel and micro literature are both speed
literature which reflects the values of the transient. They ease the anxiety of modernity while may
constitute a new information anxiety.

Keywords: The Internet Age; Symbolic Form; Web Literature; Super-long Web Novel;
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