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The Density of Fictional World

——One Dimension in Narrative Semantic Studies

ZHOU Zhi-gao
( School of Foreign Languages Jiujiang University Jiujiang 332005 China;
Center for Narratology Studies Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang 330027 China)

Abstract: Density originally a common concept in physics can help make a clearer analysis of the internal
structure and components of a fictional world when applied in narratology for the density of a fictional world is sig—
nificant for constructing its meaning. The proportional relation between the components of a fictional world and its
scale constitutes the density of a fictional world; while the vagueness and relativity of a fictional world” s scale de-
cides that density is also a relative concept. Sequentially the criteria for determining a fictional world” s density are
diverse which is favorable for us to investigate a fictional world from multidirectional perspectives. Through a fic—
tional world’ s density we can not only observe the internal structure of a fictional world but also connect it with
aesthetic functions. Different density of fictional worlds calls for readers to apply different reading strategies and at—
tention input as well as makes a difference in the distance between readers and the fictional world. Moreover read-
ers’ aesthetic time and reading reward also vary because of the fictional world’ s different density.
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