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A Study of “Wen, or Pattern, is a Great Power Indeed” from
the Perspective of Co-text

Li Weihua

Abstract: Wen Xin Diao Long ( The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons )
begins with “Yuan Dao (On Tao, the Source)”; its first sentence is
“Wen, or pattern, is a great power indeed ”. This sentence is important
and debatable, with a complex structure inundated with multiple social
cultural elements. Correct understanding and interpretation of this
sentence requires consideration of the original context of the book and its

co-texts, the most important of which is “On Tao, the Source ”. All of the
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other co-texts also influence interpretation of the sentence.
Keywords: The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons, “On Tao, the Source”,
“Wen, or pattern, is a great power indeed”, co-text
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