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A Semiotic Analysis of the Generation of Meaning in Text

with Freehand Style: Huo Qubing’s Tombstone Sculpture

Zhao Ruirui

Abstract: Based on the perception of “non-voidness” and “voidness”, signs can

be divided mto real signs and blank signs. Correspondingly, general
texts are composed of real signs, and special texts are composed of
both real signs and blank signs. In art, special texts are usually
considered to be examples of the frechand style. A typical example of

the freehand style is the tombstone of Huo Qubing, which offers us
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msights into the generation of meaning in texts produced in the
freehand style. The main mechanism is the interaction between real
signs and blank signs, which features both unity and rejection. In a
text, real signs and blank signs are contradictory: real signs are
conventional, and there is an agreement on the way to interpret the
sign, whereas blank signs reject the limitations imposed by these
conventions. Unity arises from the real signs’ connections to a genre
of text; rejection arises from the pause introduced by blank signs that
reflects the absence of real signs. Such pauses directly denote the
limitations of real signs. Therefore, the blank signs’ rejection of genre
conventions is an additional code in the anti-genre mood of the
freehand style in artistic texts.

Keywords: blank sign, tombstone carvings of Huo Qubing, frechand style,

blank-leaving
DOI: 10. 13760/b. cnki. sam. 202301009
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