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The Upturned “ | ”-Structure of China’s Net Society and the
Mechanism of Its Formation

CHENG Shi-giang
(Department of Sociology, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: By establishing a comprehensive index for measuring the net society status and using the nation-
wide sampled data, this research conducts a statistical analysis on the structure and status acquiring mecha-
nism of the net society. The findings show the net society takes a structure of Upturned Chinese Character
“T”—hough the internet is getting more widely used, the root-class society which possesses few net informa-
tion is still large in size. This structure is derived from the reproduction of the realistic social-economical fea-
tures due to the net society hierarchy, and the institutional factors divide the reproduction mechanism into
different modes; thus, the individuals with similar socio-economical features may acquire different net soci-
ety status because of being in different modes. Individuals in the bad institutional environment tend to ac-
quire comparatively lower net society status, and it is harder for them to have upward net social mobility by
improving socio-economical features.

Keywords: economic status; political status; prestige status; net society social hierarchy; upturned “ 7T ”;

institutional segmentation

(eATa%t: 5 i)

(C)1994-2022 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www.cnki.net



