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On the Research Genealogy of Communicative Narratology

Wang Weiyan

Abstract: Narration and communication are the basic ways that human beings

construct the world of experience. Communication by narration is
common in various fields of human activity, but research into

communicative narratology is insufficient. Classical narratology
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emphasised the internal study of texts, and the study of narrative
communication was never more than an undercurrent. Post-classical
narratology introduced the study of narratology into the field of culture,
using the model of theoretical intervention to infiltrate various theories
with the study of narratology. Currently, the study of narrative
communication is basically a continuation of Jacobson’s “linguistic
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communication diagram” and Chatman’s “ narrative communication
scenario diagram ”. The narrative turn has opened a new field of vision
in narratology research. The new paradigm is to explore the general
characteristics of narrative rather than the characteristics of a certain
narrative type. Narrative expansion and a redefinition of narrative are
manifestations of this new paradigm. The performance of narration in
various disciplines and fields makes its communication prominent, and
the construction of a communicative narratology becomes an urgent task
under the general narrative research paradigm.

Keywords: narrative turn, general narrative research, communicative narratology,

research genealogy, research paradigm
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