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Abstract: Establishing and highlighting Chi-
nese cultural symbols shared by all ethnic groups of
China and the image of the Chinese nation is an
important way to tell China’s story to the world
convey Chinas voice and manifest the Chinese
spirit. For this reason it is necessary to make an
in-depth exploration of the following five issues:
conceptual understanding demarcation principles
main categories fundamental characteristics of
Chinese cultural symbols and the image of the
Chinese nation.

The demarcation principles include four as—
pects: i) identification according to different cate—
i)

highlighting the inner identity of China while also

gories and making a hierarchical ordering;
emphasizing the external references; iii) clearly
pointing out that the internal identity of China is
diachronic and diverse; and iv) combination of
tradition and times. According to different specifics
and dimensions Chinese cultural symbols and the
image of the Chinese nation can be roughly divided
into the following six categories: 1) geography( in—
cluding physical geography and human geogra—
phy) ; ii) the material( a variety of typical tangible
cultural heritage) ; 1ii) the spiritual( including all
kinds of symbolic and spiritual symbols) ; iv) his—
tory ( including major historical events and repre—
sentative historical figures of all ethnic groups ) ;
v) culture and art( including all kinds of represent—
litera—

ative mythological epics religious beliefs

ture and art composition and core ideology and
values etc.); vi) daily life( including all kinds of
folk traditions

characteristic  customs clothing

culture food and beverage housing transporta—
tion festival celebrations etc.) . Chinese cultural
symbols and the image of the Chinese nation have
the following characteristics: i) pursuing a harmo—
nious relationship between humans and nature hu-—
mans and humans; ii) inclusiveness and diversity
regarding the world as a living ecosystem of differ—
ences; iii ) tending towards a unified social gov—
ernmental order and maintaining social stability in—
tentionally; iv) constantly striving to become stron—
ger and seeking spiritual transcendence in daily
life and artistic pursuit.

To set up and highlight Chinese cultural sym-
bols and the image of the Chinese nation is an im—
portant step towards liberation from a Western-een—
tric view of civilization. From the perspective of
history and cultural development civilization is not
Western-centered but diversified. Civilization is
the fusion of human wisdom and we should learn
from history and strive to build a new pattern of di—
verse civilizations in the context of globalization.
Setting up and highlighting Chinese cultural sym-
bols and the image of the Chinese nation strength—
ens cultural self-confidence. Establishing and
highlighting Chinese cultural symbols and the im-
age of the Chinese nation is vital to better grasp the
gene of Chinese culture and revitalize it to display
the dignity of Chinese civilization and progress to—
wards “a community with a shared future for hu-
mankind. ”
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