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The Three Worlds and Their Accounts in Literary History.
A Theoretical Approach to the Internal Structure of Literary History

Qiao Guogiang (Shanghai International Studies University)

Abstract: The theory of “possible worlds” indicates that the actual world and the fictional world are not two clearly distinct
worlds in the “possible world”, but worlds that exist in the form of mutually merged or crossed through accessibility. Literary
history . which aggregates all kinds of literary materials, exists in the form of a literary text that merges and crosses actual and
fictional worlds and therefore, constitutes a literary world. Or rather, this literary world is threefold, namely, “fictional
world”, “actual world” and “cross world” that is merged through accessibility.In the text of a literary history, this threefold
world is both merged and distinctive.Being merged refers to their general orientation of the threefold world in the text—the
threefold world exists in a text of literary history owning to the accessibility and thus commonly constitutes a unique set;
while being distinctive indicates that the threefold world in a literary history has their own attributes, boundaries and
functions. To apply the theory of “possible world” to the textual analysis of literary history will help reveal these attributes,
functions and accessibility,and therefore,expose the nature and substance of a literary history.

Key words: literary history; possible worlds; fictional world; actual world; cross world
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