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A Reflection on Jean Baudrillard: How to
Understand Consumer Society

WU Xing-ming
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: Jean Baudrillards theory has become a foundation of critical understanding of the con-
sumer society in China. However, Baudrillard did not discuss the consumer society in terms of the le-
gitimacy of its system or the logic of normative demonstration, but criticized it out of the practical an-
alyses of semeiotics and the appeal to human authenticity. This approach determines that his negation
of the consumer society is not from legal principle, that his criticism of the consumer society is the
continuity and the variety of the aesthetic criticism of the traditional critical theories. Since the aes-
thetic criticism has formed the cultural mood which obstructs the criticism of the social reason in the
theoretical circle within China, this article argues that we should deal with Baudrillard s theory cau-
tiously and make clear of his influence on this circle.
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