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Semiotic Dimensions of the Tractatus

LU De - ping
( Department of Linguistics, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; With the semiotic ideas in Tractatus, Wittgenstein clarified a vertical logical path leading to combination
of sign and sense. The vertical path based on logical possibilities, as illustrated in Tractatus, is a preparation for
horizontal linguistic communication both in theory and practice. In the pedigree of classic semiotics, as represented
by Peirce, Saussure among others, Wittgenstein’ s semiotic thought occupies a uniquely significant place. With re-
gard to the nature of linguistic sign, both the vertical and horizontal coordinates ought to be taken as two phases it
has to complete in the process of a sense combination and a social communication. The vertical is the logical config-
uration while the horizontal the communicative practice. Linguistic sign exists in the two coordinates. It seems rea-
sonable to say that the Tractatus has clarified some theoretical ambiguities as seen in classic semiotics.

Key words:sign; symbol; picture; logical possibilities; projection
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