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On the sense of joy: A narrated feeling of existence

TAN Guang-hui
( Sichuan Normal University Chengdu 610068 China)

Abstract: The sense of joy is a kind of emotion obtained from narrative and a confirmed feeling of existence which is both simi—
lar to and different from the sense of laughter. The sense of laughter is the emotion caused by the sudden disappearance of in—
tense concerns like fear etc. According to its generative mechanism the sense of joy can be divided into three types. The first
is the affirmative type which is the realization of the expectation for existence including the sense of pleasure the sense of de—
light the sense of surprise and the sense of carnival. The second is the negative type which is the alleviation of threat to exist—
ence including the sense of relaxation the comical sense the sense of irony and the sense of vengeance. The third is the com—
pound type which is both the alleviation of threat to existence and the realization of the expectation for existence mainly inclu—
ding the sense of humor. The analysis of the sense of joy of different types reveals that it is a narrated feeling of existence. Dif—
ferent logic relationships in narrative lead to different types of joy. Because narrative is dynamic the sense of joy is dynamic. In
order to seek the feeling of existence humans need to experience different narratives.

Keywords: sense of joy; feeling of existence; types of the sense of joy; affective semiotic-phenomenology; affective narratology
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