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“ Communication Studies of Signs” and ‘ Semiotics of

Communication” : A Pair of Irreplaceable Concepts

Zhang Cheng

Abstract: “communication studies of signs” and “Semiotics of communication”

are a pair of concepts that differ based on a varied understanding of
semiotics. If we regard semiotics as a methodology, communication
and semiotics are combined to form communication studies of signs, a
discipline in which semiotics are used to analyse communication
phenomena to reveal the essential underlying laws. If we take
semiotics as a world view, communication and semiotics are integrated

to form semiotics of communication, a discipline that combines the
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two areas to reveal how this world view of semiotics is reflected in the
phenomena of communication.  Therefore, “ semiotics of
communication” and “communication studies of signs” are equally
irreplaceable.
Keywords: communication studies of signs, semiotics of communication, world
view, methodology
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