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The “Inter-class” Features of Reality Shows: A General
Narratological Approach

Wang Xiaoying

Abstract; In terms of time-media orientation, reality shows are narratives of
performance in general narratology, yet such shows can be considered
special “factual fictions” with the “inter-class” symbolic feature in the
light of the type of ontological position being reproduced. The
primary segregation frame is tangible shooting, and instead of being a
performance type, its secondary fictional segregation frame is either
competitive or frolic. When the rules are set, the secondary fictional

segregation frame appears showing a “virtual” state; when the rules

« RN 2016 AREZATRIEETAFIH  (16CXW025) BT Bk R .
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are not set, it is hidden, showing only the factual segregation frame.
By pursuing the clear denotation to the real world in the symbolic set
and retaining a kind of traceability to create a real effect, reality TV
shows produce “truth”.

Keywords: general narratology, reality show, fact, fiction, semiotics
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