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Principle Analysis of “Punctum” in the Creation
of Chinese Ethnic and Folk dance

YUAN Jie-xiong
(School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract ; From the semiotic point of view, dance works are formed in the bi-axial relationship of “paradigmatic and syntagmatic” .
In order to make dance works rich in meaning, it is necessary to break through the conventional design of some key components in the
bi-axis. When ingenious elements are placed in dance works, they become abnormal, prominent, and eclectic “ punctum”.
Meanwhile, most of the other elements that have the function of conveying general cognition become “stadiums”. The “punctum”
directs the meanings to different cognitive domains, emphasizing the transitive generation of “cross-domain mapping”, so it is
manifested as a prominent metaphorical feature and presented in the form of movement, costume, music, props, etc. There are two
characteristics of “punctum” ; one is that the bi-axis of “punctum” suddenly broadens beyond our usual empirical cognition; the other
is the “presence” of “punctum” happens to replace the “absent” components in the original empirical system. The explanatory analogy
and association between the “present” and “absent” elements make the dance work distinctive. Thus, the key to the depth of a dance
work depends on the design of “punctum”, and it is of great significance to clarify the ideographic principle of “punctum” in dance
works.

Key words: Chinese ethnic and folk dance; “punctum”; “studium” ; bi-axial relationship; ideographic principle
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